
Comparing Qualifications Across National Boundaries 
 
 
http://www.qca.org.uk/libraryAssets/media/qualifications_across_boundaries_1.pdf
 
By clicking on the above link you will find a rough guide to the levels and the respective 
articulations of qualifications in the following countries: 
 
 

• England, Wales and Northern Ireland – the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) and 
the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (FHEQ) 

 
• Ireland – the National Framework of Qualifications for Ireland 
 
• Scotland – the Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework  
 

 
Although there are variations in the different countries, there are also some marked 
similarities. If you look at the left hand side, under “Main stages of education/employment”, 
this provides a good guide to the levels and purposes of the qualifications in each framework. 
Please also read the introductory text on the leaflet. 
 
Although it is possible to articulate across the three frameworks with the levels and general 
purposes of each qualification, the size of each will inevitably vary. For example, within the 
NQF of England, Wales and Northern Ireland, a GCE A Level has the equivalent size to a BTEC 
National Award, and a BTEC First Diploma has the size equivalent of 4 GCSEs graded A*-C. The 
qualification sizes in Ireland and Scotland may not exactly match; hence this is a “rough guide” 
to comparing qualifications across national boundaries and not an exact science. 
 
In order to assist with interpreting the attached guide, the Edexcel qualifications within the 
Frameworks for England and Wales are: 
 
 
NQF Entry Level  
 
• Edexcel Entry Certificates  
• BTEC Entry Certificates in Life Skills 
• BTEC Entry Certificates in Skills for Working Life 
 
 
NQF Level 1 
 
• Edexcel GCSEs (graded D-G) 
• Edexcel NVQs Level 1 
• BTEC Introductory Diplomas and Certificates  
• Level 1 BTEC Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
NQF Level 2 
 
• Edexcel GCSEs (graded A*-C) 
• Edexcel NVQs Level 2 
• BTEC First Diplomas and Certificates  
• Level 2 BTEC Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 

http://www.qca.org.uk/libraryAssets/media/qualifications_across_boundaries_1.pdf


NQF Level 3 
 
• Edexcel GCE A and AS Levels 
• Edexcel NVQs Level 3 
• BTEC National Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
• BTEC Diploma in Foundation Studies (Art and Design) 
• Level 3 BTEC Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
NQF Level 4 
 
• Edexcel NVQs Level 4  
• Level 4 BTEC Professional Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
NQF Level 5 
 
• Edexcel NVQs Level 5 
• BTEC Higher National Diplomas and Certificates * 
• BTEC Foundation Degrees * 
• Level 5 BTEC Professional Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
NQF Level 6 
 
• Level 6 BTEC Professional Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
NQF Level 7 
 
• Level 7 BTEC Advanced Professional Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
NQF Level 8 
 
• Level 8 BTEC Advanced Professional Diplomas, Certificates and Awards 
 
 
* BTEC HNDs and BTEC Foundation Degrees are also at Intermediate Level in the FHEQ 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


