
 
 
 
 

 
Edexcel Adult Literacy and Numeracy Qualifications 
 
The National Standards for literacy and numeracy have been set so that learners 
have targets to aim for when developing literacy and numeracy skills. The 
Standards encourage learners to reach levels of achievement, which can be 
assessed at each Level, to confirm attainment. Qualifications confirm achievement 
and enhance motivation. 
 
The qualifications for adult literacy and numeracy are available at three Levels: 
 

• Entry Level • Level 1 • Level 2 
 
Entry Level 
 
At Entry Level, the awards are further divided into three sub-levels: 
 
• Entry Level 1 • Entry Level 2 • Entry Level 3 
 
And each Level is divided into three components: 
 
Literacy: 
 

Numeracy: 
 

• Reading • Handling Data 
• Speaking & Listening • Number 
• Writing • Measures, Space & Shape 
 

Assessment 
 
Entry Level 
 
To achieve a qualification at Entry Level, learners will need to complete an 
assessment for each of the three components. The assessments are written by 
Edexcel and fully assess the standards at each Level.  The assessments are held by 
the centre and administered when the learner is ready. Learners can retake the 
assessment again, as often as they wish, if they are unsuccessful and learners can 
take a higher level, until they complete Entry 3 in each component. The centre 
takes responsibility for the marking of the assessment and retains the papers until 
the learners are ready for certification and so they can move through the sub-
levels until they reach Entry 3 without re-registering. The centre will send the 
marked papers to Edexcel for moderation. 
 
There is no portfolio requirement for assessment at Entry Level. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Levels 1 and 2 
 
At these Levels, the learner will undertake multiple-choice tests. These are the 
same as the Key Skills Levels 1 and 2 tests for Application of Number and 
Communication.  Tests are currently available from Edexcel on a monthly basis or 
can be taken onscreen which can be accessed at any time. 
 
There is no portfolio requirement for assessment at Levels 1 and 2. 
 

Other Related Qualifications 
 
Adult literacy and numeracy qualifications can be accessed by any learner of any 
age.  They are particularly suitable to be taught and assessed with other Edexcel 
vocational qualifications. 
 

Adult Literacy / Numeracy 
 
BTEC Qualifications 

 
NVQ Qualifications 

 
Entry 

 
BTEC Skills for Working Life 
BTEC Life Skills 

 
 

 
Level 1 

 
BTEC Introductory 
Award/Certificate 

 
NVQ 1 

 
Level 2 

 
BTEC First Diploma 

 
NVQ Foundation Modern 
Apprenticeship 

 

Funding 
 
Adult literacy and numeracy qualifications are currently funded by local Learning 
and Skills Councils and have a weighting of 1.4. A further 12% of uplift funding is 
also available. Please contact your local LSC for further information. 
 

Age Requirements 
 
Adult qualifications are available from the age of 14. 
 

Becoming an Accredited Centre 
 
If you are an existing centre, you will need to complete an Intention to Offer form 
to confirm that you wish to offer the qualifications.  If you are a new centre, you 
will need to make a submission to Edexcel. The forms to become accredited are 
available on the Edexcel website at the following link: 
 
Existing Edexcel Centres - Intention to Offer Form 
 
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/qualifications/QualificationAward.aspx?id=44626 
 
New to Edexcel – Expression of Interest Form 
 
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/59431/EOI_Form_M.rtf 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Registration Fees 2006/07 
 

• Entry Level is £24.75 for Adult Literacy and £24.75 for Adult Numeracy 
 

• Levels 1 and 2 are £8.75 per test 
 

Support Materials Available: 
 

• Guidance and National Standards 
• Practice test papers 
• The DfES provides materials to support delivery and assessment.  Details 

can be obtained from www.dfes.gov.uk/readwriteplus 
 
For further information: 
 

• Call customer services on 0870 240 9800 
• Email: enquiries@edexcel.org.uk 
• Or visit our website: www.edexcel.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact us 

About Edexcel 
 
Edexcel is one of the UK’s largest providers 
of qualifications, with the widest portfolio 
of academic and vocational qualifications. 
Regulated by the Qualifications and 
Curriculum Authority (QCA) to offer 
qualifications, Edexcel works with over 
5,500 education partners in over 100 
countries 

For further information see the Guidance and 
National Standards document or contact us at: 
Edexcel,  
Skills for Life Team,  
8-50 Blundell St, London, N7 9ED 
Email: skillsforlife@edexcel.org.uk 
Tel:     0870 240 9800 
 

 


