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You need to produce a portfolio of work which includes:

•  the results of your in-depth investigations into film and television genres (this should be a minimum of three genres within the context of the study of the equivalent of three 90 minute films

and/or programmes)

•  notes on analysis of a range of films and television programmes reviewed

•  an evaluation of your film and television studies work

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

•  well organised investigations and analysis of film and

television programmes that show awareness of the basic

film and television genres and forms

•  clear understanding of the main features that characterise

each genre/form and how narrative structure and

representation are used

•  you can identify the target audience profile accurately and

use this to inform your own writing

•  you can produce reviews, which:

− show awareness of target audience

− give clear information about content and technical

features

− express your own ideas and opinions

− use correct terms

•  clear and coherent records of your investigations and

skills development

•  in depth investigations and analysis which show skill in

de-coding and de-construction

•  well structured and coherent reviews, your own ideas and

opinions are explained and justified by making points

about the content and/or technical features.

•  clearly organised investigations and exceptional analytical

skill, leading to a clear understanding of the range of

ways in which film and television language is used to

communicate with a target audience

•  an excellent command of film and television language,

demonstrated through your reviews

•  suggestions of how to improve your skills in future work.
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This optional unit has been designed with two purposes:

1 To enable students to extend their experience of analysing media texts and forms beyond

the opportunities provided by compulsory Unit 3: Exploring media products

(Intermediate).

2 To provide students with Film and Television Studies skills that can be demonstrated

through an investigation of examples.

This unit enables students to develop an understanding of film and television studies through

the analysis of a range of film and television programmes and through the production of film

and television production reviews. Students should be given the opportunity to look at a wide

range of films and television programmes, both contemporary and historical, including

mainstream, alternative and independent productions.

The films and television programmes for analysis could be recorded ‘off air’, hired from

video rental shops, purchased from retail outlets or catalogues. It would be advisable to have

material readily available from a bookable source allowing students to watch the material in

their own time. Students could also be encouraged to record their own material from

broadcasters. Some alternative and independent films may well be difficult to obtain.

Guidance may be available from the BFI. Student material generated from other units for

example Unit 4: Video techniques (Intermediate), could provide an opportunity to practice

reviewing skills.

A visit to the local cinema or film society should be a good opportunity for students to study

film as part of a group. It may be appropriate to conduct audience research activities before

and after the visit and reviews of the film viewed could be collected from a wide range of

publications.

Students should be aware of the variety of different forms and styles that film and television

reviews can take, for instance on television, in the local and national press, in specialist

review publications. They should be encouraged to read widely and to gather materials from

a wide range of sources. Students should be given opportunities to produce notes on a variety

of reviewing techniques using appropriate style and language for the intended target

audience. They should be aware of the needs of publications and broadcasters and should

write their reviews specifically with these needs in mind.

Students will demonstrate their underpinning understanding and knowledge of film and

television studies and their skills in writing reviews. Students will be able to demonstrate

their skills in de-constructing the programme content, analysing creative and technical

attributes and writing reviews aimed at different audiences. They should be able to write in a

coherent, structured way using appropriate film and television language.
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When planning for integration it is recommended that this unit be linked with optional

Unit 9: Working to a brief (Intermediate). Where centres wish to offer a broad based

programme, perhaps through further units then optional Unit 4: Video making techniques

(Intermediate) may provide opportunities for development of reviewing skills.
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Students should have independent access to:

•  video playback facilities located in an appropriate viewing area

•  a library of films and television programmes on video

•  examples of reviews from a variety of publications and across a range of films and

programmes

•  a library of media, film and television studies texts.
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There are two strands to assessment in this unit:

•  breadth of understanding of film and television genre and/or forms evidenced through in-

depth investigation and analytical work

•  depth of understanding of particular productions, evidenced through the ability to write

reviews.

The focus of assessment in this unit is therefore on how well students have developed the

skills and understanding needed to investigate and analyse media texts and to write reviews.

Evidence of breadth may come from taught workshops, and set or student initiated

investigative activities. Depth may either be based on set or student-selected productions or

through an integrated project created for other units, particularly to optional Unit 9: Work to

a brief (Intermediate).

At Pass level, students will be expected to demonstrate their mastery of necessary skills and

understanding to analyse the selected media texts and write reviews. Teaching and resources

should allow students to aim for higher grades where they are capable of achieving them.

Merit and Distinction grades in this unit are based on the ability of students to:

•  work increasingly independently in a thorough and organised manner

•  combine knowledge and understanding of film and television genres and skills in

decoding and deconstruction

•  write well structured and coherent reviews giving perceptive and well justified ideas and

opinions

•  use correct specialist terms when taking notes, discussing, reflecting on and writing

reviews.
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This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains

suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence

required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to

develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills

specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:

K – keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the

vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted – you will

need to check that students achieve part A.

S – signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.

COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following

Key Skills evidence:

•  discussing the

progress of skills

development with

the tutor and

identifying gaps for

further study (P1)

C2.1a Contribute to a discussion about a

straightforward subject.
K

•  contributing to

group discussions

on video and film

genres (P1)

C2.1b Give a short talk about a straightforward

subject, using an image.

K

•  reading information

about film, video

and TV genres (P1)

•  reading examples of

film, video and TV

reviews (P5)

C2.2 Read and summarise information from

two extended documents about a

straightforward subject. One of the

documents should include at least one

image.

K

* ‘P1’ refers to the first Pass bullet point in the Assessment Evidence table on page 106, and

so on.
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COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  practising writing

skills by reviewing

two selected film or

TV productions

(P5)

C2.3 Write two different types of documents about

straightforward subjects. One piece of

writing should be an extended document and

include at least one image.

K

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  searching for

information about

films, videos and

TV programmes,

using a range of

sources including,

for example, the

Internet, CD ROMs,

databases, paper

documents, files on

disks (P1)

IT2.1 Search for and select information for two

different purposes.

K

•  using and importing

text, numbers and

images to explore,

develop and put

together information

about genres or

selected productions

(P1-5)

IT2.2 Explore and develop information, and derive

new information, for two different purposes.

K

•  using text, numbers

and images to

produce records of

your investigations

and two reviews

(P1-5)

IT2.3 Present combined information for two

different purposes. Your work must include

at least one example of text, one example of

images and one example of numbers.

K
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APPLICATION OF NUMBER, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the

following Key Skills evidence:

•  interpreting

numerical data from

textbooks/industry

sources regarding

market research into

audience profiles

and preferences for

two identified

productions

N2.1 Interpret information from two

different sources, including

material containing a graph.

S

•  exploring data about

audiences profiles

and preferences,

thinking about

differences between

the two productions

in terms of audience

profiles and viewing

figures

N2.2 Carry out calculations to do with:

a amounts and sizes;

b scales and proportion;

c handling statistics

d using formulae.

S

•  using conclusions

from the above

calculations and

suitable labels,

produce charts and

graphs showing the

key differences

between the two

productions

N2.3 Interpret the results of your

calculations and present your

findings. You must include at

least one graph, one chart and one

diagram.

S

WORKING WITH OTHERS, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the

following Key Skills evidence:

•  working with others

to practice specialist

skills and

techniques when

exploring and

developing ideas

WO2.2 Work with others towards

achieving the identified

objectives, organising tasks to

meet your responsibilities, and

support co-operative working.

S
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WORKING WITH OTHERS, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  discussing their own

and peers skills

development when

reviewing ideas and

taking part in

tutorials

WO2.3 Exchange information on progress and

agree ways of improving work with others

to help achieve objectives.

S

•  Discussing targets

for learning and

identifying

opportunities within

a chosen specialist

area, with a tutor

LP2.1 Help set targets with an appropriate person

and plan how these will be met.

S

•  Contributing to the

development of an

action plan for own

skills development

within a chosen area

LP2.2 Using your plans, identifying and using

support for others to help meet your targets,

and take some responsibility for decisions

about your learning.

S

•  taking part in a

tutorial to discuss

progress towards

learning targets, and

identify further

opportunities for

improvements

LP2.3 Review progress in meeting targets with an

appropriate person and provide examples of

evidence of your achievements.

S


