UNIT 9: MAKING MUSIC (INTERMEDIATE)

Performance skills

The business of performing music as a vocation is a lifelong journey of continuous
development. Musicians must constantly practise their performance skills in order to:

- maintain the current standards
+ improve the standard for future performance
+ improve response for new styles and requirements.

You need to identify and extend your current skills in order to present performances of solo
and group pieces.

For solo performance this will involve:

+ identifying the individual skills needed for the performance pieces
+ increasing technical skill based upon the materials
+ developing solo skills to a required artistic level for the performance.

For ensemble performance this will involve:

+ identifying the ensemble skills needed for the performance pieces
+ increasing technical/interactive skills arising from the materials
+ developing ensemble skills to a required artistic level for the performance.

Preparing to perform music effectively for an audience

After the programme has been selected you will need to plan a programme of personal skills
preparation and rehearsal to lead up to the event. You will need to:

+ identify what tasks are required to prepare for the event
+ plan a timed schedule leading to the performances

« keep accurate records of progress

« work effectively with others for ensemble items.
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

You need to produce a portfolio of evidence chosen to show how your skills in making music have developed. It should include:

¢ records of progress, and of the selecting of appropriate performance materials

e planning and implementation schedules
« three teacher reports on the development of your musical skills

« arecording of your performance skills in at least one solo and one ensemble situation.

Pass Merit

To achieve a pass your work must show:

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

e notes on the range of alternative materials available and |
the reasons for selection of your chosen solo piece(s)
¢ you have discussed alternative materials with members

of an ensemble and produced notes on the reasons for .
selecting chosen pieces

¢ records of the planning for solo and ensemble .
performances

*  significant progress in developing skills needed for solo
and ensemble performances

¢ you have given a satisfactory solo performance and
contributed to an ensemble in performance showing
appropriate posture, technical fluency and co-ordination.

a clear and considered rationale for the selection of
materials, taking into account the audience and own
technical skills

significant progress in performance skills as evidenced
from the reports

you have given a committed pair of performances (solo
and ensemble), showing technical control and clarity of
intent.

you have given a well-prepared performance and a clear
account of the planning and rehearsal processes

you have given performances displaying a significant
level of artistic merit and understanding of musical
interpretation.
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS

Teaching strategies

The aim of this unit is to give students an opportunity to focus on their principal instruments
for the purposes of developing skills and presenting performances. Uppermost must be the
concern that it is not just the acquisition of skills but the creative and artistic use of
developing musical skills.

The unit should build on compulsory units:

«  Unit 3: Performing work (Intermediate), by giving students an opportunity to explore in
greater detail the tasks and skills required to prepare and present a performance

«  Unit 2: Skills development (Intermediate), by extending the necessary skills for actual
performance techniques or in the techniques of associated technology for performance.

The unit places students in a position where they must select performance pieces that suit the
needs of diverse audiences, and play in solo and ensemble situations. The solo performance
can use an accompanying instrument or ensemble but the piece must clearly be a solo feature.

Facing your audience can be described as ‘platform deportment’. This is to make students
aware of the need to observe best practice in the way they conduct themselves in front of an
audience, and that they acknowledge applause etc in the appropriate fashion.

You must ensure that the students prepare their concert programmes or gigs with the needs of
the audience in mind and with the aim of stretching their own abilities. This will involve
undertaking a schedule of careful practice in order to meet the requirements of the
performance. Where students are having individual instruction (one-to-one) there must be
close liaison with the instrumental teacher to ensure that he/she is aware of the nature of the
unit and how it is to be assessed.

It is more likely that the ensemble will be within the centre and therefore the unit co-
ordinator will be able to ensure that the activities are in line with the unit aims and structures.

There is no upper limit to the number of performances students take part in, but a
demonstration of solo skills should last between three and five minutes and of ensemble
skills should last between five and 10 minutes.

Links

This unit can be linked with Unit 5: Performing arts in context (Intermediate) and Unit 7:
Creating work for performance (Intermediate). Depending on students’ interests and
aptitudes this unit may be linked with Unit 10: Making music with technology
(Intermediate). The unit could also support Graded Music examinations at Grades 3 to 5.

Vocational relevance

The work performed for this unit should be within a vocational context. This is best achieved
by targeting the work to a particular audience.

Resources

The resource requirements of this unit consist of access to:

« rooms of suitable size and location to enable groups of musicians to rehearse without
disturbance (or complaints about noise!)
+ anumber of diverse performance areas
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+ appropriate instruments for rehearsal and performance — this will depend on the type of
music to be performed but it should include keyboards, drum kit and other percussion,
amplifiers, microphones and PA system

« access to recording facilities if required for portfolio evidence.

Assessment strategies
There are three main strands to assessment in this unit:

+ the selection of appropriate material for performance
+ the preparation and performance of at least one solo and one ensemble piece
+ significant development of the student’s musical skills.

The assessment process is mainly by means of audition of student performances (live or
recorded). It will be necessary for you to arrange for at least three formal observations of a
student’s preparation of performances throughout the duration of the learning programme.
This will be in addition to the judgements made about the two performances.

Students have to select appropriate material and in so doing must consider the level of
difficulty. A simple piece of music played with technical control and communicated
effectively to an audience can often achieve better results than a difficult piece played badly.

It is difficult to identify what makes something as abstract as music performance work
successfully. For the purpose of this assessment, if the communication is weak yet the actual
technical aspects are in place this would be a pass. A performance that starts to communicate
a sense of excitement and/or communicates tension or something of itself, is to be considered
for merits or distinctions.

Merit and distinction grades are based on:

+ clarity and certainty of musical intention
+  firm technical control
» aresultant artistic ‘clarity of intent’.

A distinction performance will have a sense of ‘completeness’.

When grading student evidence you should consider the following general qualities that
distinguish between the three grades:

+ increasing depth and breadth of understanding
+ increasing coherence, evaluation and analysis
+ increasing independence and originality.

Assessment evidence amplification

‘P1” means the first pass bullet point in the assessment evidence on page 93, and so on.
Pass

Students demonstrate adequate skill and development in most key aspects of music.

P1-2 Students’ notes will give some account for the choice of pieces and a brief but
clear record of planning, skills development and rehearsal undertaken.

P3 Should form the basis of an observation witness statement and be corroborated by
student working records, using correct terms.

P4 Should be covered through assessor observation/witness statements. Student
awareness of these is recorded in P1 and P2.

P5 A recording of the ‘live’ performance and records kept by a trained observer will
capture this.
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Merit

Students demonstrate competent skill and development, in all key aspects of music.

M1 Students’ notes will show a clear rationale for the choice of pieces, for example in
terms of skill level, range of technical skills demonstrated, similarities and
differences between pieces, audience expectations.

M2 Witness statements need to be corroborated with students’ own records of
progress.
M3 Will be captured through witness statements by a suitably qualified observer and

through a recording.
Distinction

Students demonstrate high all-round technical achievement, independence and self-
motivation. A distinction student will be working with skills and commitment that shows the
potential for significant progression in music.

DI Students’ notes will show clear and appropriate planning and preparation.
Observation will corroborate student’s self-directed practice and preparation.

D2 Will be captured through witness statements by a suitably qualified observer and
through a recording.
Key Skills

This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains
suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence
required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to
develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills
specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:
K — keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the
vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted — you will
need to check that students achieve part A.

S — signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.
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COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the
following Key Skills evidence:
+ discussing possible {C2.1a Contribute to a discussion abouta K
choices of materials straightforward subject.
with their tutor and
for ensemble work
with other players
«  writing notes to C2.3  Write two different types of K
explain why the documents about straightforward
performance subjects. One piece of writing
material was should be an extended document
selected. These and include at least one image.
could be informal
notes for assessment
purposes or
explanatory notes
for the audience (eg
as part of a concert
programme)
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the
following Key Skills evidence:
«  writing notes to IT2.2 Explore and develop information, S

explain why the
performance
material was
selected. These
could be informal
notes for assessment
purposes or
explanatory notes
for the audience (eg
as part of a concert
programme)

and derive new information, for two
different purposes.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the
following Key Skills evidence:
+ presenting an IT2.3 Present combined information for | S
account of why the two different purposes. Your work
performance must include at least one example
material was of text, one example of images and
selected. These one example of numbers.
could be informal
notes for assessment
purposes or
explanatory notes
for the audience (eg
as part of a concert
programme)
IMPROVING OWN LEARNING & PERFORMANCE, LEVEL 2 | Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the
following Key Skills evidence:
« discussing targets LP2.1 Help set targets with an appropriate : S
for learning and person and plan how these will be
identifying met.
opportunities within
a chosen specialist
area, with a tutor
« contributing to the :LP2.2 Using plans, identifying support S
development of an from others to help meet your
action plan for own targets, and take responsibility for
skills development some decisions about your learning.
within a chosen area
« taking part in a LP2.3 Review progress with an S

tutorial to discuss
progress towards
learning targets, and
identify further
opportunities for
improvements

appropriate person and provide
examples of evidence of your
achievements.
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WORKING WITH OTHERS, LEVEL 2 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the
following Key Skills evidence:
+ planning and WO2.1 Plan the activity with others, K
preparing for an identifying objectives and helping
ensemble to allocate responsibilities and
performance confirm working arrangements.
+ rehearsing and WO02.2 Work with others towards achieving | K
performing an the identified objectives, organising
ensemble piece tasks to meet your responsibilities,
and support co-operative working.
+ rehearsing and WO2.3 Exchange information on progress K

reviewing an
ensemble
performance

and agree ways of improving work
with others to help achieve
objectives.
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