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You will need to learn to create an original piece of work or designs for performance by:

•  working to a commission set by a client

•  generating ideas for original work within your chosen art form

•  keeping records of the development of your work

•  producing suitable information about how your work can be realised

•  taking part in debriefing sessions about your own and others’ work.

dÉåÉê~íáåÖ=áÇÉ~ë

You should be able to generate ideas for a piece by responding to stimuli. The types of

stimuli may include:

•  artistic

•  visual

•  aural

•  historical

•  contemporary

•  social.
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The creative process should be backed up with records that are appropriate to the art form.

This will include evidence of:

•  how the piece developed, explaining any alterations

•  how the piece will be performed or how the set, costume or props will be constructed or

lights arranged (for example script, prompt copy, score, instrumental/vocal parts,

recording schedule, performance directions, movement plan, lighting set, prop, costume

designer)

•  any physical resources needed for the piece (for example lighting system, sound system,

musical instruments, effects, PA system, mixer control, mixed media systems, costumes,

staging).
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You need to be able to review and evaluate your own and others’ pieces. This will involve

taking part in debriefing sessions to discuss:

•  the strengths and weaknesses of the process used to create the piece or designs

•  the use of stimuli to generate ideas

•  the effectiveness of the final piece

•  how closely the commission was met.
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You need to produce a portfolio showing how you created a performance piece or produced design ideas in response to a brief, in your chosen performing arts discipline. It should include:

•  a working notebook or sketchbook showing the development of ideas and references to examples you have studied

•  a finished piece presented in an appropriate medium (for example script, score, recording)

•  an oral or written presentation explaining your use of creative processes, how you generated and refined your ideas and commenting on the effectiveness of the final piece.

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

•  you recognise process and techniques in the work of

others and apply them in creating your own work

•  use of selected sources to stimulate ideas in response to a

brief

•  you can develop and refine a selected idea, to produce a

piece that meets the requirements of the brief

•  records of how you created the piece and continually

evaluated the process.

•  use of various stimuli to expand ideas into a structured

piece, working closely to a brief

•  a clear description of the processes you used and the

effectiveness of the final outcome.

•  clear communication of your intentions to performers

and/or technicians/craftspeople

•  a thorough account of how the piece was created,

showing you have fully considered the performance

requirements.
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The focus of the unit is on:

•  investigating the creative processes that apply to the various art forms

•  using an appropriate method, to create a performance piece in a chosen art form in

response to a given brief.

This unit is intended to allow students to explore the creative process and to produce work

that others might interpret. While this might be a solo activity, it can also include group work

particularly in relation to improvised work in dance, drama or music. The unit can focus on

the processes and techniques involved in one discipline or look at similar techniques across a

number of disciplines.

The ability to plan work to meet a commission is an important discipline and students should

do a number of assignments providing opportunities to expand their experience.

Performances will be planned as part of the learning experiences in the unit and while it is

sufficient for students to produce a script or score, it is good practice if the work is actually

performed. If this is not possible within the unit it may be facilitated by linking with another

unit, for example Units 8 to 12 or to Unit 3: Performing work (Intermediate) where students

of these units may provide opportunities to commission a piece for this unit.

Suggested stimuli may be given to the student for practice and students should also be

encouraged to select and develop their own stimuli. However, they must work within a

commissioned brief, as would be the case in the ‘real’ world. The manner of responding to

stimuli will vary according to the discipline, and therefore specialist input is very important.

Students should be aware of the importance of review and evaluation. Any performance in

this unit is not an end in itself, but a learning experience and the review should reflect how

the work could be improved for the future.

Students should be encouraged to maintain records throughout the process, including all

documentation related to the creation, rehearsal and performance intentions of the piece. The

importance of this record keeping must be stressed and it will provide opportunities for Key

Skills development as shown below.
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This unit can be linked with Unit 5: Performing arts in context (Intermediate) and Unit 3:

Performing work (Intermediate). It may also provide material for Units 8 to 12.
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This unit can have vocational relevance owing to the fact that students have to work to a

commission and be aware of the constraints imposed by the brief.
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There are three main strands to assessment for this unit:

•  evidence of creative response to a brief

•  a finished piece of work presented in an appropriate medium.

•  oral presentation of how the creative process has been addressed and implemented.
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Merit and distinction grades will be awarded if students provide evidence of:

•  matching work to the brief

•  ideas and originality of the creative outcomes

•  clear understanding of how the creative processes have been managed

•  recognising performance requirements (Distinction).

When grading student evidence you should consider the following general qualities that

distinguish between the three grades:

•  increasing depth and breadth of understanding

•  increasing coherence, evaluation and analysis

•  increasing independence and originality.
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The nature of the performance material created will reflect the available resources and the

limitations imposed by the physical and human resources within the centre. Centres offering

this unit should be able to provide the necessary spaces for rehearsal and development of

creative work. Also there is an expectation that material created by students will be

structured to match the constraints of the centre.

Students will need access to IT, and recording and/or video equipment to produce and

present their ideas.
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‘P1’ means the first pass bullet point in the assessment evidence on page 67, and so on.

Pass

Students demonstrate awareness of the range of methods used in the chosen art form and the

ability to develop with some guidance a piece that meets a brief. They can describe the

practicalities of the way they devised the piece and identify some of its strengths and

weaknesses in performance.

P1 A brief written record of research. If the exploration of different works is practical,

students will be more motivated to write up their results.

P2–4 The final piece, corroborated by student explanations and records. The records

should not be too lengthy or onerous, they are intended to provide information to

support the oral presentation. They may take any suitable form such as written,

audio or video-recorded materials. The presentation will need to be corroborated

by witness statements and student records.

Merit

Students demonstrate the ability to create and refine ideas to produce piece that matches a

brief. They will show some originality in the creative outcomes. They can explain how and

why their idea developed in the way that it did and identify strengths, weaknesses and

opportunities for improvement.

M1 The final piece, supported by student explanation and records.

M2 Witness statements, corroborated by student records.



UNIT 6: CREATING WORK FOR PERFORMANCE (INTERMEDIATE)

G006899 – Intermediate GNVQ Performing Arts – Issue 1 – May 200070

Distinction

Students demonstrate a positive overview of the production through their contribution to the

preparation process and the written commentary. In a performance role, students give a

meaningful and artistic implementation of the preparation process in the open rehearsal. In a

support role students give a proactive and thoughtful input.

D1 The final piece, corroborated by witness statements.

D2 Witness statements, supported by student explanation and records.
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This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains

suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence

required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to

develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills

specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:

K – keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the

vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted – you will

need to check that students achieve part A.

S – signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.

COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  discussing the brief

and possible

methods for

developing ideas

with their tutor and

peers

C2.1a Contribute to a discussion about a

straightforward subject.

S

•  making an oral

presentation about

how they created

their piece in

response to a brief

C2.1b Give a short talk about a straightforward

subject, using an image.

K

•  using written source

material as a

starting point for

developing ideas

C2.2 Read and summarise information from two

extended documents about a

straightforward subject. One of the

documents should include at least one

image.

S
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COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  writing up an

account of the

different methods

used for creating

work in works they

have studied

•  writing notes about

their ideas,

decisions and

progress

C2.3 Write two different types of documents

about straightforward subjects. One piece of

writing should be an extended document

and include at least one image.

K

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  keeping records or

creating support

materials about the

creative process

IT2.2 Explore and develop information, and

derive new information, for two different

purposes.

S

•  producing records

or support materials

about how the piece

was created

IT2.3 Present combined information for two

different purposes. Your work must include

at least one example of text, one example of

images and one example of numbers.

S

PROBLEM SOLVING Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  responding to a

brief

Follow through a straightforward activity, which

includes tasks for PS2.1, PS2.2, and PS2.3, for each

of two given problems.

K

•  thinking about and

discussing the brief

and possible

methods for

developing ideas

with their tutor and

peers

PS2.1 Identify the problem and come up with at

least two options for solving it.

K
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PROBLEM SOLVING Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  generating ideas to

match the brief

•  developing and

refining a selected

idea to create the

final piece

PS2.2 Plan and try out at least one option for

solving the problem, obtaining support and

making changes to your plan when

necessary.

K

•  making an oral

presentation about

how the piece was

created, tested and

checked against the

brief

PS2.3 Apply given methods to check whether the

problem has been solved and describe

results and explain your approach,

including your approach to problem

solving.

K


