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This unit will help you to understand the factors that affect live and recorded presentations

and performances within a chosen art form – drama, dance, music, music technology or

technical theatre. You will do this by researching the background to performances within

your chosen area. Performances refers to both ‘live’ and recorded works.

You will learn:

•  how to research information

•  how cultural and historical backgrounds affect performance

•  how commercial factors influence performances.

This unit links with Unit 1: Opportunities in the performing arts (Intermediate) and Unit 3:

Performing work (Intermediate).

This unit will be assessed only through an external assessment. The grade you achieve
in this assessment will be your grade for the unit.
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Understanding the background and commercial factors of a performance can help to make it

more successful. This can involve researching:

•  a wide range of performances in your chosen art form (your exploration of performance

may include visits to venues, performances, museums or workshops and visiting

speakers)

•  the background to performances you take part in and visit

•  the programming of performing arts venues.

It is important that you collect and record, in an ordered way, what you have found out about

performances. When collecting information you should follow copyright laws. Techniques

for collecting and recording include:

•  asking questions of an audience to find out information about their views and

preferences (primary sources)

•  photocopying or making notes on information found in books, magazines and journals

(secondary sources)

•  making notes on, or printing out from, electronic media, such as video, CD ROM, the

Internet and databases (secondary sources).

`ìäíìê~ä=~åÇ=ÜáëíçêáÅ~ä=Ä~ÅâÖêçìåÇ

The development of all kinds of performances has been affected by cultural and historical

backgrounds. You will need to find out how the cultural and historical background to a

performance piece has influenced it. This will involve researching how performance has

been affected by:

•  key people, for example performers, designers, directors, managers

•  purpose of the performance entertainment, education, profit, social, religious

•  original performance conditions
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•  events, for example in the past, today

•  available technology, for example on stage, behind the scenes, for recording

•  audience response.
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Commercial factors influence the arts. For example:

•  the budget for a performance influences the number of performers and crew employed

•  the costs of building a set influence the complexity of the final design

•  the costs of renting studio time influence the production of the final recording

•  the ‘going rate’ for ticket prices influences the possible returns for a performance run

•  the availability of grants influences whether some performance events can take place.

All sectors of the industry need to pay their way and be successful at drawing audiences.

This means that performances need to be financially viable. Deciding if a performance is

financially viable will involve considering whether:

•  it is seeking to be independently profitable

•  if it can receive some form of grant or subsidy.

You need to be able to analyse the commercial viability of performances.

This will involve:

•  preparing a budget for a performance

•  finding out about public organisations and funding bodies that give support to

performances
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In the external assessment you will need to respond to questions about the factors that influence the nature of a performance or performing arts product covering:

•  analysis of research findings (this involves carrying out an audience survey)

•  knowledge of the cultural and historical background of performance pieces (this involves research using secondary sources)

•  financial constraints that affect the choice of performances (this involves preparing a basic budget).

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

P1 the use of primary and secondary sources in carrying

out research

P2 that you can use a suitable method to present your

research findings

P3 an understanding of some of the cultural and/or

historical influences on the works under review

P4 that you can relate the works under review to a wider

performing arts context

P5 that you can determine the financial viability of a

performance or programme of events.

M1 the use of independent research that allows you to

make informed judgements about the significant

cultural and historical influences on the works

researched

M2 that you can present your responses clearly in a

planned and organised way

M3 a personal response to the works under review.

D1 an analysis of the research that enables you to draw

conclusions about the nature of the works under review

D2 a detailed consideration of the financial factors

surrounding the choice of performance pieces.



UNIT 5: PERFORMING ARTS IN CONTEXT (INTERMEDIATE)

G006899 – Intermediate GNVQ Performing Arts – Issue 1 – May 200060

bppbkqf^i=fkcloj^qflk=clo=qb^`ebop

qÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ëíê~íÉÖáÉë

The purpose of this unit is to encourage students to make their own informed decisions for

themselves about how to present pieces of music, dance or drama or to design sets, costumes,

lighting and sound. The unit therefore aims to develop students’:

•  appreciation of the cultural and historical influences that provide the context for

performances

•  awareness of the commercial factors that influence performances

•  ability to assess the impact of their findings on the performances they research.

The unit aims to encourage students to develop the habit of making reference to sources of

expertise from a wide range of material. Students should be prepared to investigate the

background to performances in their particular chosen art form. This will involve both

performances they will take part in and others’ performances. Introduction to a wide range of

different kinds of performance from all the performance disciplines will give students a

broad base on which to make their judgements.

Using a number of research and information gathering methods is a significant part of the

unit. It will require a great deal of tutorial support with occasional lectures and workshops on

research methods and presentation skills. You must ensure that students are setting aside time

for research on a regular basis. Providing occasions for students to share what they have

found with the group will demonstrate the importance of the continuous gathering process.

Showing how research can be used to inform performance decisions at every opportunity

should encourage a systematic approach to recording.

Surveys of audiences, or potential audiences, at venues or elsewhere would give students an

opportunity to do some market research and develop an understanding of how first-hand

information gathering can be used to inform programming. Group activities are appropriate

for audience research and these tasks give opportunities to generate a variety of Key Skills

evidence.
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This unit is about looking at the context of performing arts products and in particular the way

in which they are funded and marketed to an audience. The test will use a brief that is based

on material in the public domain which reflects the ways in which actual products are

marketed.
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This unit can be linked with Unit 3: Performing work (Intermediate) and Unit 6: Creating

work for performance (Intermediate). It may also support skills development in the chosen art

form (Units 7 to 12).
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The test for this unit will consist of a Pre-Released Case Study Paper for which students will

have four weeks to undertake research, followed by a 1½ hour response paper. Students will

be expected to take their research notes into the examination with them and to refer to them

in their answers. The research notes will form part of the assessment.
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The centre will require a good selection of plays, music scores and video recordings of dance

as well as substantial library resources on the performing arts and entertainment industry.

Students will make extensive use of secondary sources of information using a variety of

media (eg books, CD ROMs, the Internet). Primary research will be through visits to, and

participation in, performance activities, within the resources available locally or nationally to

the centre. Access to video and film images can supplement live performance and also

provide experience in using these sources for research purposes.
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This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains

suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence

required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to

develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills

specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:

K – keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the

vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted – you will

need to check that students achieve part A.

S – signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.

APPLICATION OF NUMBER, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the

following Key Skills evidence:

•  investigating

commercial and

financial factors

At least one substantial activity should

include straightforward tasks relating to

N2.1, N2.2 and N2.3.

S

•  gathering data about

costings or audience

responses

N2.1 Interpret information from two

different sources, including

material containing a graph.

S

•  calculating

performance

costings or

analysing data about

audience responses

N2.2 Carry out calculations to do with:

a amounts and sizes

b and proportion

c handling statistics

d using formulae.

S

•  presenting their

findings

N2.3 Interpret the results from your

calculations and present your

findings. You must use at least

one graph, one chart and one

diagram.

S
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COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following

Key Skills evidence:

•  discussing how their

research findings

can inform

performance

practice

C2.1a Contribute to a discussion about a

straightforward subject.

S

•  presenting their

research findings

C2.1b Give a short talk about a straightforward

subject, using an image.

S

•  researching

information about

performances

C2.2 Read and summarise information from

two extended documents about a

straightforward subject. One of the

documents should include at least one

image.

S

•  writing notes to

support their

presentation

C2.3 Write two different types of documents

about straightforward subjects. One piece

of writing should be an extended

document and include at least one image.

S

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2

When students are: They should be able to develop the following

Key Skills evidence:

•  researching

information about

the cultural and

historical

background of

performances (eg

from the Internet)

•  researching

financial

information about a

performance (eg

from files)

IT2.1 Search for and select information for two

different purposes.

S

•  writing up research

findings.

•  maintaining

production costings

and a simple budget

IT2.2 Explore and develop information, and

derive new information, for two different

purposes.

S
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop

the following Key Skills evidence:

•  producing

supporting

information for the

presentation.

•  producing a

production budget

IT2.3 Present combined

information for two

different purposes. Your

work must include at least

one example of text, one

example of images and one

example of numbers.

S
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