


UNIT 9: LOOKING AFTER ANIMALS (FOUNDATION)

You must know:

«  what types of animals are kept for recreation
« the characteristics of different breeds and cross-breeds, and why they are kept
«  what these animals need to keep them healthy, including:

— the conditions in which they need to be kept

— the exercise they require

— the diet they must be fed

— any routine things that must be done to control pests and diseases.

Intensive and extensive systems of rearing animals

The same type of animal may be kept in different ways for food production. For example,
eggs may be produced by chickens kept indoors all the time in battery cages (an intensive
system), or in a field where they have free range during the day and roost in sheds at night
(an extensive system).

You must know:

+ what types of animals are kept for food production
+ the characteristics of different breeds and cross-breeds, and why they are kept
+ what these animals need to keep them healthy, including:

— the conditions in which they need to be kept

— the exercise they require

— the diet they must be fed

— any routine things that must be done to control pests and diseases.

You must understand:

+ the main differences between intensive and extensive systems of keeping animals,
including the different resources they require and the different levels of production they
achieve

+ the reasons why a producer may choose to operate an intensive or an extensive system

+ the advantages and disadvantages of the different systems for:

— the animals being kept
— the producer

— the consumer

— the environment.

Food requirements of animals
You must understand that:

« different types of animals need different types of food, for example some animals eat
mainly meat while others eat mainly plants

« different types of food are of different value to an animal, for example eating meat
provides high levels of protein and fat, eating seeds of plants provides high levels of
carbohydrate

+ the type of food an animal needs changes with its age

+ the type of food an animal needs depends on the purpose for which it is being kept and
the type of work it does.

You must know how the type of food an animal needs is affected by the different stages of
life, including:

« the newborn/newly-hatched stage
« the growing stage
+ the adult stage.
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UNIT 9: LOOKING AFTER ANIMALS (FOUNDATION)

ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

You need to produce a report on an investigation into the care of animals in two different enterprises. One must keep animals for recreational purposes; the other must keep animals for food

production. The report should include:

an identification of the type of animals being kept and their characteristics

a description of the reasons why the animals are kept

a description of the care needs of the animals and how these needs are met in each enterprise

a description of the way in which the food provided for the animals varies according to their age and why they are being kept.

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

your ability to use sources of information provided to
describe clearly why and how the animals are kept in
each enterprise

your ability to understand and use relevant information
to identify accurately the main care needs of the animals
and how they are met in each enterprise

your ability to identify clearly the main ways in which

the age of the animal influences the type of food it needs.

your ability to seek and use additional information to
explain why the animals are kept the way they are in the
enterprises

detailed and accurate descriptions of the reasons for
keeping animals in the two enterprises, and their care
requirements

your ability to use correct technical language to explain
clearly how the way the animals are kept meets all their
care needs.

e accurate analysis of the needs of the animals being cared
for

e clear explanation of the advantages and disadvantages of
how the animals are cared for in both enterprises

e acomparison of the two ways in which the animals are
kept and identification of some of the main similarities
and differences.
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UNIT 9: LOOKING AFTER ANIMALS (FOUNDATION)

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS

Teaching strategies

This unit builds on the basic principles in Unit 3: Working with plants & animals
(Foundation). Unit 3 looked at the role of the carer, the needs of the animal and the signs of
health, and this unit applies this knowledge through the study of animals kept in two
contrasting enterprises, including one involving animals kept for recreation.

It is important that the two enterprises chosen provide a clear contrast in terms of purpose
and the way in which the care needs of the animals are being met.

Visits to enterprises would be one way of collecting the required information. These
enterprises could include local livestock farms, equine centres or boarding kennels. Some
intensive systems may be unsuitable to visit, so case study material could be used for
research.

This unit also presents an opportunity to introduce a discussion of ethical issues surrounding
the keeping of animals, for example in intensive production systems and zoos.
Assessment strategies

Students are not expected to have in-depth knowledge of the operation of the enterprises or
the animals’ food requirements or diets. However, they need to understand in general terms
how an animal’s dietary need is influenced by age and the purpose for which it is being kept.

When grading student evidence you should consider the following general qualities that
distinguish between the three grades:

+ increasing depth and breadth of understanding
+ increasing coherence, comparison and drawing valid conclusions
+ increasing independence and originality.

Pass
Students may be given guidance and support while completing the activities.

Basic information, correctly stated, is all that is expected for a pass. Students need to be able
to identify correctly the basic care needs for the particular animals chosen. They should show
how these care needs are met, and relate the ‘diet’ aspects of care to the animal’s age.

Original thinking about the conditions in which the animals are kept is unlikely to be
involved.

Merit

At merit level, students are expected to provide more detail on the care provided in each
enterprise. Students are expected to show a broader and deeper understanding by linking
clearly what is done in each of the enterprises with the care needs of the animals.

Students should use technical language correctly throughout their work.
Distinction

At distinction level, students must show they can analyse the implications of the type of care
being provided in each enterprise. They should explain clearly the advantages and
disadvantages of the system being used for the animals, producer, consumer and
environment.

Students should use appropriate technical language confidently throughout their work.
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UNIT 9: LOOKING AFTER ANIMALS (FOUNDATION)

Key Skills

This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains
suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence
required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to
develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills

specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:

K — keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the
vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted — you will
need to check that students achieve part A.

S — signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.

APPLICATION OF NUMBER, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
+ obtaining NI1.1 Interpret straightforward information from two S
information on the different sources. At least one source should be a
care of animals and table, chart, diagram or line graph.
different reasons
why they are kept
+ investigating N1.2 Carry out straightforward calculations to do with: | S
animals’ food .
. a amounts and sizes
requirements and b les and proportions
how these vary scales prop
. ¢ handling statistics.
according to age
+ reporting on their N1.3 Interpret the results of your calculations and S
investigation into present your findings. You must use one chart and
the care of animals one diagram.
in two different
enterprises
COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
+ discussing the care | Cl.1 Take part in a one-to-one discussion and a group | S
of animals, for discussion about different, straightforward
example the subjects.
advantages and
disadvantages of
rearing systems
+  obtaining C1.2 Read and obtain information from two different S
information on the types of documents about straightforward
care of animals and subjects, including at least one image.
how and why they
are kept
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UNIT 9: LOOKING AFTER ANIMALS (FOUNDATION)

COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
« reporting on their C1.3 Write two types of document about K
investigation into straightforward subjects. Include at least one
the care of animals image in one of the documents.
in two different
enterprises
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
+ obtaining IT1.1 Find, explore and develop information for two S
information on the different purposes.
care of animals, and
how and why they
are kept
« reporting on their IT1.2 Present information for two different purposes. S
investigation into Your work must include at least one example of
the care of animals text, one example of images and one example of
in two different numbers.
enterprises
IMPROVING OWN LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
« developing plans on | LP1.1  Confirm understanding of your short-term S
how to produce the targets and plan how these will be met, with
report the person setting them.
« collecting and LP1.2  Follow your plan, using support given by S
organising the others to help meet targets. Improve your
information performance by:
required for the + studying a straightforward subject
report + learning through a straightforward practical
activity.
« reviewing their LP2.3  Review your progress and achievements in S

report and how they
planned their work

meeting targets, with an appropriate person.
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