UNIT 8: CITIES & TOWNS (FOUNDATION)

« redevelopment of areas previously used for industry or commerce
+ relocation of communities and individuals
+ development of new communities.

Features of towns and cities

No matter where you live in the UK your town or city will share many common features with
other towns and cities. You must be able to identify these features including:

« residential areas

« commercial areas

« retail areas

« industrial areas

« recreational and leisure facilities

+ infrastructure, for example roads, railways and waterways
+ community buildings

« health facilities

« educational facilities.

New towns

Sometimes it is inappropriate to continue the large-scale development of an existing town or
city and the decision is made to construct an entirely new town.

You must know the main reasons for building new towns including:

« overcrowding within existing towns

« inner-city decay, such as derelict and disused buildings and factories
« increased car ownership and increased mobility

+ the location of new industries on greenfield (undeveloped) sites

« increased leisure time requiring space for leisure activities.

Planning a new town

Planning a new town is different in many ways from developing an existing town or city.
You must understand the main planning requirements for a new town in terms of:

+ residential building
+ commercial building
+ industrial building

+  public transport.
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ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

You need to produce in the external assessment evidence of the development of one town and one city to include:

e an investigation into how it has developed over the last 100 years

e amap showing the location of the town or city and a plan of the town or city showing its main features

e notes on how employment trends and population size have affected development and how the current needs of the community are affecting ongoing developments.

The development of new towns, including:

e outline planning requirements for a new town
e notes on the main planning requirements of a new town
e aplan showing the layout of your new town.

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

P1 use of appropriate images (including drawings, plans and
maps) and supporting notes to show the information
required

P2 clear plans and notes with appropriate references and
with sources acknowledged

P3 identification of the main features of, and influences on,
the existing town or city

P4 identification of the main reasons for developing new
towns.

M1 suitably annotated and labelled sketches and plans

M2 use of appropriate technical terms and language
associated with the planning and development of cities
and towns

M3 a clear description of how employment trends,
population size and the needs of the community affect
development.

D1 evaluation of how well the development of the town or
city is meeting community needs

D2 an explanation of how the planning requirements for the
new town help meet the needs of the intended
population.
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS

Teaching strategies

This unit gives students an opportunity to see how a city or town changes over a period of
time. It uses the knowledge gained to examine the planning of a new town or a substantial
new settlement.

Visits to new towns and older communities would be desirable to help students appreciate
the different ways in which cities and towns develop, the type of facilities they offer and the
contrasts between old and new communities. Local authority planning offices and local
libraries can provide much useful information.

The students will need to know about existing new towns, the stages in their development
and the reasons for their development before they can produce their own realistic outline
plan of a new town.

The learning requirements that lead to the two parts of the assessment could be combined by
studying an existing community and then using the information gained to redesign the town
or city.

Both learning activities are suited to group work and could be undertaken alongside Unit 10:
Working as part of a team (Foundation).

Assessment strategies

This unit is externally assessed. When preparing for the assessment the city or town chosen
could be one familiar to students. Students should be able to understand the main factors that
affected the development of the existing community and new towns.

Students are not expected to analyse fully the social, economic and political structures that
affect city and town development, but should show a broad awareness of the issues. For
example the effects of migration to cities or towns from the country, the effects of new
industries and the effects of planning zones (residential, commercial, industrial, retail) on the
city or town.

Grading for the external assessment will be based on the following general qualities that
distinguish between the three grades:

+ increasing depth and breadth of understanding
+ increasing coherence, comparison and drawing valid conclusions
+ increasing independence and originality.

Pass

Images and supporting notes do not need to be students’ own original work. Adaptation of
the available material could be carried out with detailed guidance from you.

The identification of features of, and influences on, the town or city, such as residential
areas, infrastructure and education, need not be comprehensive but should not contain
significant omissions. The same applies to identification of the main factors affecting
development and to the reasons for the development of new towns.

Students should be encouraged to present their work clearly. This could include organising
work into a manageable format with a contents page, sections, pagination and identification
of the sources used.
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Merit

Students could produce their own sketches and drawings of the existing community and
sketches and plans of the new town. Supporting notes could be reworkings of text obtained
from standard textbooks and journals.

Diagrams and drawings should be clearly annotated and labelled and their sources
acknowledged.

The explanation of how community needs affect development does not have to cover every
community need but should deal thoroughly with two or three needs and clearly show how
one influences another.

The use of technical terms and language should be accurate and appropriate but guidance
from you is acceptable.

Distinction
Students should show reasonable fluency in the skills and language associated with the unit.

Evidence of how planning requirements meet the needs of the intended population may be
shown by reference to an existing new town. Originality should be rewarded as long as any
suggestions appear feasible.

Students are not expected to show complete independence and originality of approach in
finding and using information. It is expected that you will need to give guidance to students
of all grading levels. However, a distinction student should show more independence than a
pass student.

Resources

To prepare for the external assessment, and achieve the learning required by this unit,
students will need access to a technical library/resource centre that contains reference
information on past and present development, planning and design of the built environment
and the infrastructure. This will be enhanced by access to Local Plans, Structure Plans and
case study material of town and city development/s. Some information may be gained from
Internet access and government reports. Where practicable, visits to nearby towns and cities
or substantial settlements will also bring realism to the learning process.

Key Skills

This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains
suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence
required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to
develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills
specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:
K — keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the
vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted — you will
need to check that students achieve part A.

S — signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.
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APPLICATION OF NUMBER, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
« making notes on N1.2  Carry out straightforward calculations to do
how employment with: S
trends and . S
. . a amounts and sizes
population size have b : d probortion S
affected scales and propt
¢ handling statistics.
development and
how the current
needs of the
community are
affecting ongoing
developments
COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
« workinginagroup :Cl.1 Take part in a one-to-one discussion and a group :S
to investigate the discussion about different, straightforward
development of a subjects.
town or city and the
development of new
towns
+ finding out about C1.2 Read and obtain information from two different :S
the development of types of documents about straightforward
a town or city and subjects, including at least one image.
the development of C1.3  Write two different types of documents about K

new towns, for
example using
textbooks, the
Internet, CD ROMs
and maps

straightforward subjects. Include at least one
image in one of the documents.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
+ finding out about IT1.1 Find, explore and develop information for two S
the development of different purposes.
a town or city and
the development of
new towns, for
example using
textbooks, the
Internet, CD ROMs
and maps
+ producing areport |IT1.2 Present information for two different purposes. | S
on the development Include at least one example of text, one example
of one town or city of images and one example of numbers.
and the
development of a
new town
WORKING WITH OTHERS, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference
When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key
Skills evidence:
Investigating a town or |+  one straightforward activity in a group situation. K
city showing how it has The activity must include tasks for WO1.1, WO1.2 and
developed over the last WO1 3
hundred years. o
Opportunities include: | WOI.1 Confirm what needs to be done to achieve given |K
+ obtaining objectives, including your responsibilities and
information about working arrangements.
locations, feat}lres WO1.2 Work with others achieving the given objectives, | K
ofa Foyvn or city carrying out tasks to meet your responsibilities.
+ obtaining
information about | WO1.3 Identify progress and suggest ways of improving | K
employment trends work with others to help achieve given
and population objectives.
+ obtaining
information about
developments
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IMPROVING OWN LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE, LEVEL 1 Key Skills
Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:
+ producing evidence |« one example of study-based learning. K
on how a town or Each activity must include tasks for LP1.1, LP1.2 and
city has developed

and planning LPL3.

requirements fora |LP1.1 Confirm understanding of your short-term targets | K
new town and plan how these will be met, with the person
setting them.

LP1.2 Follow your plan, using support given by others | K
to help meet targets. Improve your performance
by:

— studying a straightforward subject
— learning through a straightforward activity.

LP1.3 Review your progress and achievements in K
meeting targets, with an appropriate person.
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