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In the external assessment you need to produce a personal response to a set project brief, including:

•  preparatory work showing the creation and development of your visual ideas

•  a final piece of work, presented using suitable methods

•  a short evaluation of your final work.

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

P1 your ability to collect and use relevant visual information

to help you understand the brief, without breaking

copyright law

P2 your ability to create a range of alternative ideas in

response to the brief, showing how you have tried to

improve and develop your thinking taking into account:

– the topic or theme

– the needs of the client, audience or consumers

– the requirements, constraints and deadline

P3 your ability to select the most appropriate idea to refine

into final work by using visual language, materials and

techniques competently and safely

P4 your ability to display the work carefully using suitable

methods

P5 use of correct technical terms to comment on the strengths

and weaknesses of your work.

M1 your ability to draw ideas from a variety of self-identified

sources, then explore and refine them

M2 use of selected materials, techniques and technology with

skill and control

M3 well-thought out comments on your work, in terms of

fitness for purpose.

D1 an interpretation of the brief that is original and shows a

sense of organisation

D2 a justification of any changes of direction

D3 a creative range of personal solutions.
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This unit is assessed through an externally set assignment. The work produced for the

externally set assignment will provide all the evidence required for this unit.

Because of the open-ended nature of this unit, it may be linked with any specialist optional

unit.

A teaching programme will need to take place before the set assignment is introduced, in

order to familiarise students with the type of tasks and evidence required. Students should be

given the opportunity to practise their skills in working with a brief before attempting the set

assignment. The brief should be written to reflect the vocational context of artists, designers

or craftspeople and should use terminology outlined in the unit. It should include:

•  a client

•  a stated topic or theme

•  reference to the potential audience or consumers who will see, buy or use the finished

work

•  a list of requirements including constraints that might limit the number of colours to be

used in a design or preclude the use of certain materials or techniques in a painting or

craft artefact

•  a deadline.
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Students will need to practise working to set briefs. The importance of meeting a deadline

should be stressed to students. Terms like ‘constraints’ and ‘deadline’ should be explained.

In this unit, students should use what they learned about creating and developing visual ideas

in Unit 1: 2D & 3D visual language (Intermediate) and producing and presenting completed

work in Unit 2: Materials, techniques & technology (Intermediate). They should also use the

skills in collecting visual information developed in Unit 3: Exploring others’ work

(Intermediate).

Some students are likely to need support to ensure that they complete work of satisfactory

quality within the time available. They may also need help in presenting and evaluating their

work, especially since the emphasis is on evaluation in relation to the brief rather than

aesthetic or other considerations.

Regular feedback may be given to students through day-to-day discussion using the

assessment criteria.
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This unit is externally assessed.
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Students will need access to a range of media, materials and associated tools and equipment,

together with adequate work and storage space. Access to visual information can be through

printed publications, originals or reproductions of art, craft or design work and electronic

sources, such as CD ROMs or the Internet. Information about copyright law should come

from up-to-date sources to ensure that it is accurate. Facilities will also be needed for storing

work safely and securely.
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This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains

suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence

required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to

develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills

specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:

K – keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the

vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted – you will

need to check that students achieve part A.

S – signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.

APPLICATION OF NUMBER, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  mixing media and

using certain

materials,

equipment and

techniques when

responding to the

brief

aspects of N2.1 Interpret information from two different

sources, including material containing a

graph.

S

•  identifying and

describing a

technical problem in

their response to the

brief

aspects of N2.2 Carry out calculations to do with:

a amounts and sizes

b scales and proportions.

S
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COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  it may be

appropriate, as is

often the case in

industry, for

students to work

initially in small

groups to explore

the set brief, by

brain storming,

discussion etc

C2.1a Contribute to a discussion about a

straightforward subject.

S

•  finding and working

with ‘relevant visual

information’

C2.2 Read and summarise information from two

extended documents about a straightforward

subject. One of the documents should include at

least one image.

S

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  using the Internet

and other sources

IT2.1 Search for and select information for two

different purposes.

S

•  presenting

information to the

‘client’, scanning or

using electronic

media

IT2.2 Explore and develop information, and derive

new information, for two different purposes.

S

•  depending on the

brief, it is likely that

some aspects of

costings might be

covered such as site

specific

measurement, cost

of materials,

reproduction as well

as quantifying

aspects of the brief

itself

IT2.3 Present combined information for two different

purposes. Your work must include at leas one

example of text, one example of images and one

example of numbers.

S
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IMPROVING OWN LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  involved in activity

based learning

(working to briefs

set by centre staff)

before the external

assessment, ie:

− discussing the

requirements of

a brief,

including

targets, with

‘client’

− agreeing action

points and

following an

action plan,

− discussing

progress with

‘client’

LP2.1 Help set targets with an appropriate person and

plan how these will be met.

LP2.2 Use your plan, identifying and using support

from others to help meet your targets, and take

some responsibility for decisions about your

learning.

S

S

•  working on group

projects, ie:

− agreeing roles

and

responsibilities

− working towards

objectives as

part of a team

− looking at ways

of improving the

work of the

team

LP2.3 Review progress in meeting targets with an

appropriate person and provide examples of

evidence of your achievements.

S

PROBLEM SOLVING, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  consider the

specialist brief and

discussing the

standard of work

required to meet the

brief with the client

(eg tutor acting a

client, real client)

PS2.1 Identify the problem and come up with at least

two options for solving it.

S
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PROBLEM SOLVING, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  carrying out

research to develop

two alternative

product ideas that

meet the brief

•  discussing

alternative ideas

with the client and

specialist tutors to

select the most

suitable idea to

produce

PS2.2 Plan and try out at least one option for solving

the problem, obtaining support and making

changes to your plan when necessary.

S

WORKING WITH OTHERS, LEVEL 2 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  describing how the

constraints of a

brief could present

problems for the

production of art

work

•  planning ways to

successfully

overcome the

constraints of a

brief

WO2.1 Plan the activity with other(s), identifying

objectives and helping to allocate

responsibilities and identify working

arrangements.

S

WO2.2 Work with other(s) towards achieving the

identified objectives, organising tasks to meet

your responsibilities, and support co-operative

working.

S

WO2.3 Exchange information on progress and agree

ways of improving work with others to help

achieve objectives.

S
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