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This unit will help you to find out about the work of artists, craftspeople and designers. You

will learn:

•  about other people’s work

•  how to research

•  how other people use visual language

•  how to record your research

•  how to display your work.

This unit builds on the skills and knowledge you developed in Unit 1: Visual language

(Foundation).

This unit will be assessed through your portfolio work only. The grade awarded will be

your grade for the unit.
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You can use the work of other people as a starting point for your own work. You will need to

find out about the work of artists, craftspeople or designers. You will need to study the work

of one historical and one contemporary artist, craftsperson or designer. Your teacher or tutor

may suggest whose work you study. They could be:

•  from any country

•  male or female

•  well known or unknown

•  makers of 2D or 3D work.
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When you find out about the art, craft or design work of other people, you will need to do

some research. Before doing the research you need to be clear about what you are looking

for. You will need to know:

•  what sort of pictures to look for

•  where to look for pictures and other useful information

•  how to use what you find. (You should not copy the text or pictures you find but should

use your own words and use the pictures as starting points.)

You will need to produce evidence of the information you find in your research. You can do

this by:

•  collecting pictures from magazines

•  photocopying images from books

•  making studies of the work of the artist, craftsperson or designer by using marks, media

or materials in a similar way.
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When you study others’ work you will need to examine how they used visual language,

materials and media. This includes finding out about:

•  how the work was made

•  what the work is about

•  what the work was made from

•  who made the work

•  where the work was made and when

•  why the work was made (this can be difficult to find out).

You will also need to examine the ‘formal elements’ and marks used in the work. (If

possible, you should visit a gallery to see the work of your chosen artist, craftsperson or

designer.) You can find out background information by looking in books and magazines,

reading exhibition catalogues or gallery information, asking your teacher or tutor, or talking

to an artist, craftsperson or designer.
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It is important that you make visual records and notes on the work you study. This involves:

•  putting your collection of pictures into an appropriate order

•  writing notes about the work you study

•  displaying your research pictures and notes.

You will need to decide on the most interesting way to present your exploration of others’

work. You could display your work in a booklet, on display sheets, in a file, or in some other

form.

You will need to write up comments about the work you study. This will involve saying:

•  which media or materials have been used

•  which techniques have been used

•  what sort of effects have been made with formal elements.
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You need to produce a portfolio of work. Work for the portfolio will typically consist of an exploration of one historical or one contemporary artist, craftsperson or designer, including:

• meaningful visual information. This could be displayed in a booklet, display sheets, file or some other suitable form

• background information and your comments on the work explored.

Key Skills

As you work on this unit, you may be able to produce evidence for:

• Communication

• Information Technology

• Working with Others.

Pass

To achieve a pass your work must show:

Merit

To achieve a merit your work must show:

Distinction

To achieve a distinction your work must show:

• meaningful visual information created by:

– collecting pictures

– adapting copies of images

– making your own visual studies

• notes to your visual records that:

– say who created the work

– describe where and when the work was made

– describe what the work is made from

– describe how the work was made

– describe why the work was made (if possible).

• your ability to produce an informative presentation,

planned with some independence, about an artist,

craftsperson or designer

• skilful use of visual language

• use of correct technical terms to describe the work and

how you feel about it.

• an effective and informative presentation, planned

independently, about an artist, craftsperson or designer

that you selected to research.
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This unit will be assessed through the portfolio of work only. This unit helps students to

understand and explore the work of others. The unit can be jointly delivered with Unit 3:

Exploring others’ work (Intermediate). The key differences between the levels are outlined

below.

At Foundation level students are expected to:

•  explore the work of one contemporary or historical artist, craftsperson or designer in

either 2D or 3D, with emphasis on the work not the person

•  provide visual evidence with background information of the exploration.

At Foundation level there is no requirement for students to write continuous prose.

At Intermediate level students are expected to:

•  explore historical and contemporary art, craft and design

•  produce an illustrated written study of the exploration

•  produce 2D or 3D practical work influenced by research into others’ work.

qÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=ëíê~íÉÖáÉë

The unit is a standalone unit, but the learning that takes place should feed into the work

produced for other units. While evidence of understanding of job roles is not required for

assessment purposes, investigation could be included to direct students’ attention to work in

the wider environment outside the classroom, and could provide a starting point for a chosen

optional pathway. This unit builds on the skills and knowledge developed in Unit 1: Visual

language (Foundation), and those that might have been gained in art at Key Stages 3 and 4.

The contemporary work studied for this unit should be work carried out since 1950.

At this level it may be best for all students to begin by researching the same artist,

craftsperson or designer and discuss what they find with the group. Students can be given

appropriate information.

There are many opportunities for group or team activities at this level, for example:

•  themed research, where each group member explores a different aspect of a common

topic, such as examples of individuals using a given style, different individuals in a

movement or period, approaches to the same subject matter or ways of working across

different cultures. They then share and discuss results

•  planning and managing a visit from a local professional practitioner and identifying

questions to ask them.

In this way, students will gain a common understanding and awareness. It will also help them

form their own opinions and appreciation and show individuality in their interpretations or

responses. More able students may wish to explore an artist, craftsperson, designer or area of

work that interests them.

This unit should primarily be a visual enquiry, which involves looking at and making direct

responses to the work. Various research techniques are suggested, including making studies.
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These can be used to:

•  engage students in detailed observation and analysis of the work they are studying

•  introduce practical work into research

•  increase students’ focus on individual pieces of work

•  increase students’ appreciation and understanding of formal elements, media and

techniques used in the work.

Students are expected to undertake some research into the background of each work they

study, and should be encouraged to write-up this work. This could include noting key points

from a discussion and making notes from lectures or printed materials. Students should be

discouraged from direct copying, downloading large amounts of information from CD ROMs

or the Internet or photocopying large amounts of text to be presented as assessment evidence.

Independent thoughts and contributions, and selection of relevant and meaningful material

will be rewarded through the grading criteria.

^ëëÉëëãÉåí=ëíê~íÉÖáÉë

This unit is assessed through evidence in students’ portfolios. There are two strands of

assessment for this unit:

•  visual records of the enquiry into the chosen artist, craftsperson or designer

•  information about the work and its background.

Where group work is undertaken it is important to ensure that each individual’s contribution

is sufficient and can be authenticated.

Assessment can be based on written information. If students struggle to communicate

effectively in writing, then their ability to talk about what they can see and understand about

the work should be taken into account.

Pass

The way students present their work will cover most key points of the selected works.

Students will offer a direct personal response. Visual information should be organised so that

the assessor can understand what the student was trying to achieve.

Merit

Students’ presentations will be effective and include their own ideas about the works and

how they were made.

Merit grades are based on increased skill in the use of visual language, more independent

research and information that is more coherent and better structured than that provided by

pass level students.

Distinction

Students will produce a creative presentation that covers a wide range of works and includes

comment on the context of the works investigated.

Distinction grades are based on increased skill in the use of visual language, more

independent research and more coherent and well-structured information than that provided

by pass level students.

oÉëçìêÅÉë

Students will need access to background information about others’ work. This may be

available through printed publications and electronic sources such as CD ROMs or the

Internet. They will also need access to practitioners.
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This guidance highlights the most relevant Key Skills opportunities in this unit. It contains

suggestions only. You will need to check that students have produced all the evidence

required to meet part A and part B of the Key Skills specifications. Students may need to

develop additional evidence elsewhere to meet fully the requirements of the Key Skills

specifications.

Guidance is referenced in two ways:

K – keys to attainment

These are Key Skills or aspects of Key Skills which students should achieve as they meet the

vocational requirements of the units. Only part B of the Key Skill is highlighted – you will

need to check that students achieve part A.

S – signposting

These are opportunities that can be incorporated naturally into the learning programme.

COMMUNICATION, LEVEL 1 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  collecting and

adapting images

•  making notes on

visual records

•  discussing the work

they are collecting

with their

tutor/teacher

•  presenting their

research

C1.1 Take part in a one-to-one discussion and a

group discussion about different,

straightforward subjects.

C1.2 Read and obtain information form two

different types of documents about straight

forward subjects, including at least one image.

S

K

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, LEVEL 1 Key Skills

Reference

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

•  using the Internet to

research into

movements or

artists

IT1.1 Find, explore and develop information for two

different purposes.

S

•  presenting their

work

IT1.2 Present information for two different

purposes. Your work must include at least one

example of text, one example of images and

one example of numbers.

S
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WORKING WITH OTHERS, LEVEL 1

When students are: They should be able to develop the following Key

Skills evidence:

Key Skills

Reference

•  researching the

work of artists in

groups, ie:

− planning

research and

responsibilities

− conducting

research

− discussing and

presenting

research

•  evaluating each

others work

WO1.1 Plan with other(s) what needs to be done to

achieve given objectives, and confirm your

understanding of responsibilities and working

arrangements.

WO1.2 Work with other(s) towards achieving the

given objectives, carrying out tasks to meet

your responsibilities.

WO1.3 Identify progress and ways of improving

work with others to help achieve the given

objectives.

K

K

K
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